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len who interpreted his words by their own hopes. That [rs. Hutchinson should think him afraid of her husband^s prightness we can well understand. It is just possible, owever, that it was his unpractically Cromwell really roaded., for reasons which will appear in the next chapter. Among these reasons, however, one may detain us for a moment here. Among the Welsh prisoners left in Nottingham Castle was a Colonel Owen, who had made interest with the Committee on Delinquents to be admitted to composition, and set free. Two members of the House of Commons signed an order to Colonel Poulton, Grovernor of Nottingham, to send up Owen, and this order the governor, somewhat informally, forwarded to Cromwell. The latter thereupon wrote to the members concerned, demurring to such ill-timed clemency. He reminded them that on the surrender of Oxford Fairfax and he had been blamed for moderation. Yet now, after a second war has been kindled by " a more prodigious treason than any that had been perfected before . . . for a little money all offences should be pardoned/7 But he declared it was not a love for severity that animated him, nor was it the notion that their blood was held so cheap which excited the officers "to amazement/'' but rather "to see such manifest witnessings of God, so terrible and so just, no more reverenced/7
